Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. Material to be inserted is in underline , and material to be 
deleted is in strik e out or (if the deletion is of five or fewer consecutive characters or would be 
difficult to see) in double brackets [[ ]]. Any cancellations are without prejudice. 

1 . (Amended) An exhaust pipe collecting structure for a multi-cylinder engine unit 
having multiple cylinders, in which exhaust pipes extend from at least four cylinders of the 
multiple cylinders and are collected into one exhaust passage at a location downstream in a flow 
of exhaust gases, the structure comprising: 

a first exhaust pipe group and a second exhaust pipe group each of which is comprised of 
two exhaust pipes selected from four exhaust pipes respectively connected to the four cylinders 
at upstream end portions thereof ; 

a first exhaust sub-collecting pipe cast integrally with the first exhaust pipe group and 
configured to collect the first exhaust pipe group to form one exhaust passage ; 

a second exhaust sub-collecting pipe cast integrally with the second exhaust pipe group 
and configured to collect the second exhaust pipe group to form another exhaust passage ; 

a first joint portion locat e d cast integrally at a downstream end portion of the first 
exhaust sub-collecting pipe; and 

a second joint portion located cast integrally at a downstream end portion of the second 
exhaust sub-collecting pipe, wherein 

the first joint portion and the second joint portion are separably joined to each other by a 
fastening device to allow th e e xhaust gas e s discharg e d from th e four e xhaust pip e s to b e l e d into 
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on e e xhaust passag e such that the exhaust passage of the first exhaust sub-collecting pipe 
and the exhaust passage of the second exhaust sub-collecting pipe are collected together 
into a common exhaust passage at the first and second joint portions , 

2. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim 1, wherein the 



first joint portion has a first semicylindrical peripheral wall having an opening opened toward 



the second joint portion with a parting lin e joint face defining the opening and extending along 
a direction of the flow of the exhaust gases, 

the second joint portion has a second semicylindrical peripheral wall having an opening 
opened toward the first joint portion with a parting lin e joint face defining the opening and 
extending along a direction of the flow of the exhaust gases, and 

the first and second semicylindrical peripheral walls are joined at the joint faces thereof 
to be formed into the one cylindrical exhaust passage such that an the opening of the first joint 
portion and an the opening of the second joint portion face each other and th e direction of th e 
flow of e xhaust gas e s of th e first joint portion corr e sponds with th e dir e ction of th e flow of 
e xhaust gas e s of the s e cond joint portion . 

3. (Original) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim 2, further 
comprising a rubber tube that covers an outer periphery of the first and second semicylindrical 
peripheral walls that are joined to face each other. 

4. (Amended) An exhaust pipe collecting structure for a multi-cylinder engine unit 
having multiple cylinders, in which exhaust pipes extend from at least four cylinders of the 
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multiple cylinders and are collected into one exhaust passage at a location downstream of the 
exhaust pipes in a flow of exhaust gases, the structure comprising: 

a first exhaust pipe group and a second exhaust pipe group each of which is 
comprised of two exhaust pipes selected from four exhaust pipes respectively connected to the 
four cylinders at upstream end portions thereof ; 

a first exhaust sub-collecting pipe cast integrally with the first exhaust pipe group a 
and configured to collect two exhaust pipes of the first exhaust pipe group to integrally 
form one exhaust passage ; 

a second exhaust sub-collecting pipe cast integrally with the second exhaust pipe 
group , and configured to collect two exhaust pipes of the second exhaust pipe group to 
integrally form another exhaust passage ; 

a first joint portion locat e d cast integrally at a downstream end portion of the first 
exhaust sub-collecting pipe; and 

a second joint portion locat e d cast integrally at a downstream end portion of the 
second exhaust sub-collecting pipe, the second joint portion being arranged in parallel with 
the first joint portion; and th e first and s e cond joint portions r e sp e ctiv e ly having outer walls 
join e d to e ach oth e r to allow e xhaust passag e s of th e first and s e cond joint portions to b e d e fined 
by the out e r walls, wh e r e in 

th e first joint portion and th e s e cond joint portion ar e join e d to e ach oth e r to allow 
th e first and s e cond exhaust sub coll e cting pip e s to be int e gral with e ach oth e r as s ee n from 
outsid e , 

an e xhaust gas discharg e d from th e first exhaust pip e group is l e d into th e e xhaust 
passag e of th e first joint portion and an exhaust gas discharg e d from th e second e xhaust pipe 
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group is led into the exhaust passag e of th e s e cond joint portion, and 

e xhaust passag e s insid e th e joint portions ar e arrang e d adjac e ntly 

a connecting tube located downstream of the first and second joint portions, 

for allowing the exhaust gases flowing through the exhaust passages inside the first and 

second joint portion to be led into a common exhaust passage; 

wherein the first joint portion, the second joint portion, and the connecting 

tube are separably joined by a fastening device, 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim [[5]] 4, wherein 
the connecting tube is cast by a mold with a two part parting lino includes two parts having a 
joint surface at which the two parts are jointed to each other, the joint surface extending 
along a longitudinal direction of the connecting tube. 

7. (Original) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim 6, wherein the first 
and second exhaust sub-collecting pipes and the connecting tube have double-walled structures 
to have cooling passages between walls. 

8. (Amended) An exhaust pipe collecting structure for a multi-cylinder engine unit 
having multiple cylinders, in which exhaust pipes extend from at least four cylinders of the 
multiple cylinders and are collected into one exhaust passage at a location downstream of the 
e xhaust pip e s in a flow of exhaust gases, the structure comprising: 
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an exhaust manifold having an upstream end portion which is connected to 
the cylinders and including a plurality of exhaust passages corresponding to exhaust ports 
of the cylinders, respectively; 

a connecting tube^-asd connected to a downstream end of the exhaust 
manifold, the connecting tube including a plurality of connecting exhaust passages 
communicating with the plurality of exhaust passages of the exhaust manifold and being 
merged into the one exhaust passage at a location inside the connecting tube; 

wherein at least a downstream end portion of the exhaust manifold includes 
the exhaust passages which are arranged in two lines and forms an integral tube; and 

wherein a casting parting plane of the exhaust manifold is provided between 
the two lines of the exhaust passages, an e xhaust manifold attach e d on th e connecting tub e , th e 
e xhaust manifold including: 

a first e xhaust sub coll e cting pipe and a second e xhaust sub coll e cting pip e 
locat e d on downstr e am portions of exhaust pipes e xt e nding from th e cylind e rs, the first and 
s e cond e xhaust sub - coll e cting pip e s b e ing configur e d to hav e int e rnal indep e nd e nt e xhaust 
passages of th e e xhaust gas e s flowing from th e e xhaust pip e s, th e first and s e cond e xhaust 
sub coll e cting pip e s b e ing int e gral with e ach oth e r at l e ast at th e ir joint portions as s e en from 
outsid e ; and 

a first wat e r jack e t form e d at th e joint portions to hav e a wat e r flow cross s e ction 
e longate in a direction p e rp e ndicular to a casting parting plan e forming a boundary of th e first 
and s e cond e xhaust sub coll e cting pip e s as s ee n in a cross s e ctional view. 

9. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim 8, wherein the 
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multiple cylinders are four cylinders[[,]]. 

the first e xhaust sub coll e cting pip e is configur e d to hav e int e rnal ind e pendent 
e xhaust passag e s of th e e xhaust pip e s of two cylind e rs s e l e ct e d from tho four cylind e rs, and 

the s e cond e xhaust sub - coll e cting pip e is configur e d to hav e int e rnal indep e nd e nt 
e xhaust passag e s of th e e xhaust pip e s of the remaining two cylind e rs, 

th e first wat e r jack e t is form e d at th e joint portions wh e r e th e first and s e cond 
e xhaust sub coll e cting pip e s ar e int e gral with e ach oth e r, to hav e th e wat e r flow cross s e ction 
that is e longat e in a dir e ction from a region b e tw ee n th e two exhaust pip e s of th e first e xhaust 
sub coll e cting pipe to a r e gion b e tw ee n th e two e xhaust pip e s of th e s e cond e xhaust 
sub coll e cting pip e so as to cross the casting parting plan e forming th e boundary of th e first and 
s e cond e xhaust sub - coll e cting pip e s as se e n in a cross s e ctional vi e w. 

10. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim 9, wherein the 
e xhaust pip e coll e cting structur e exhaust manifold is integrally cast by locating the casting 
parting plane of the e xhau s t pip e coll e cting structur e exhaust manifold within one continuous 
plane. 

11. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim [[8]] 9, wherein 
the exhaust manifold includes a first water jacket formed therein so as to substantially 
define two groups of the exhaust passage of the exhaust manifold at a connecting portion 
between the exhaust manifold and the connecting tube; and [[,]] 

wherein the connecting tube compris e s includes : 

a plurality of connecting e xhaust passag e s communicating with the e xhaust pip e s 
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of the exhaust manifold and b e ing m e rg e d into a singl e e xhaust passag e ; and 

a second water jacket extending from the connecting portion between the 
exhaust manifold and the connecting tube to a position upstream of the singl e one exhaust 
passage so as to substantially define two groups of the connecting exhaust passages. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim H[[12]], 
wherei n the second water jacket of the connecting tube is configured to cross the first water 
jacket of the exhaust manifold at center portions in cross-sections of the exhaust manifold 
and the connecting tube. 

th e first water jack e t is formed in part of th e e xhaust sub collecting pip e s so as to 
substantially d e fin e e xhaust passag e s of th e e xhaust sub coll e cting pipes as seen in a cross 
s e ctional vi e w, and 

at a conn e cting portion b e tw ee n th e e xhaust manifold and the conn e cting tub e , the 
first wat e r jack e t of th e exhaust manifold is conn e ct e d to th e s e cond wat e r jack e t of th e 
conn e cting tub e such that a longitudinal axis of a wat e r flow cross s e ction of th e first wat e r 
jack e t of th e e xhaust manifold cross e s a longitudinal axis of a wat e r flow cross s e ction of th e 
s e cond wat e r jack e t of th e conn e cting tub e . 

14. (Amended) The exhaust pipe collecting structure according to Claim 13, wherein the 
second water jacket and the first water jacket respectively have increased water flow 
sections at the center portion, a wat e r flow portion wh e r e th e wat e r flow cross s e ction of th e 
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first water jackot of the e xhaust manifold and th e wat e r flow cross s e ction of th e second wator 
jack e t of th e conn e cting tubo overlap with e ach oth e r with thoir longitudinal ax e s crossing e ach 
oth e r is e nlarg e d. 
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